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Russia, it may occupy an even higher place in the future. The nation
has an area of 149,140 square miles, which is slightly greater than that
of the State of Montana. The population density of 207 per square
mile is unusually great for an agricultural nation, and accounts in
part for the low living standards and the large number of emigrants
who have left Poland in recent years. The agricultural character of the
country is shown by the fact that only 24 per cent of the population is
classed as urban.

SITUATION

Poland is situated in the midst of the European plain, and separates
Russia from Czechoslovakia and Germany. Such a location is most
favorable for trade. The great east and west routes following the plain
from western Europe to Russia and Asia must of necessity cross the
country. Likewise, the valleys of the Wista (Vistula) and the Dnepr
(Dnieper) provide the easiest route from the Baltic to the Black Sea.
The watershed between these two valleys is occupied by the Pinsk
Marshes, and is so low that their two chief tributaries, the Bug and
the Prypet, are connected by the Royal Canal, thus providing water
communication between the two seas. However, these waterways are
so shallow that they are almost unused at present. As has already been
noted, this is one of the routes followed by the old amber trade, and
today it is followed by a rail line connecting Warszawa, with Kiev and
other sections of the Ukraine. Poland is thus the gateway through
which flows the trade between Russia and the other portions of the
continent.

The lack of natural boundaries has facilitated the commercial con-
tacts of Poland with its neighbors. Only the Carpathians on the south
and the Pinsk Marshes on the east offer any physical barriers to trans-
portation. However, this lack of natural boundaries has been a political
disadvantage. It has left the nation open to invasion by its most power-
ful neighbors, and has made the drawing of political boundaries diffi-
cult This was well illustrated after the World War, when the estab-
lishment of the new frontiers led to serious disputes with Germany,
Russia and Lithuania. As physical barriers were lacking and ethnic
boundaries were impossible to determine accurately, the boundary lines
at present, as in the past, are the result of military and political forces.
As these forces have changed in the past, the boundaries have been
shifted, and it is not at all impossible that they may shift again in
the future.